For Immediate Release:

New Trailers, New Banner, New Books, & More!

5/2/05 - Massachusetts-based Graphic Illusions Studios is proud to announce that we’ve just released not one, but two new online-exclusive trailers for our flagship comic book series, The Rift™.

“These two trailers have been a long time coming,” states Andrew LoVuolo, creator of the independent comic book series, “We’ve been holding them back as there had been setback after setback during the series’ production that we wanted to wait until the time was right and Issue #4 was on stands before unleashing them on the public.”

The Rift #4 features a special cover by Paul Gulacy (S.C.I. Spy, Catwoman) and Jimmy Palmiotti (Painkiller Jane, The Monolith) and is now on sale online at www.fedcomix.com and available for retailers to order at special retailer pricing directly from the studio Graphic Illusions Studios (www.gistudios.com). Backorders for Issues #1 through #3 are also available for single unit purchase or for bulk orders.

“We hope that people enjoy the two short clips and get as excited to read the books as we have been creating them for our fans and fellow comic book readers,” LoVuolo adds, “The Summer of 2005 Overdrive is just starting for us as Immortal Kiss #1 is getting prepped to hit stores in June 2005 and our Sci-fi Western project, Marshal, is just about snatched up at one of the bigger named publishers.”

“In August of 2004 we announced that Gabriel Film Group had entered a strategic partnership with G.I. Studios to begin producing feature film and television projects based on our properties starting with The Rift. It’s a long hard road creating comics and in trying to get them to the big (or small) screen in a timely manner” admits LoVuolo, “but we’ve been around this long and we’re fighting the uphill battle and so far the fans who’ve given us a shot have been supporting us all this way. Our people at G.F.G have been talking to some pretty big names at the studios so we’re keeping our fingers crossed and waiting patiently.”

Graphic Illusions Studios is also announcing at this time that both The Rift #5 and Immortal Kiss #1 will be bearing the G.I. Studios banner. This marks yet another turning point for this small press company.

“Without going into the details that can be heard at conventions or through fan-based email chats I felt that it’s been a long time coming that we simply put our own banner on the covers. John Costa at Martyr Press is still involved on a consultant level, but it’s pretty much been a G.I. Studios production since Day One. Martyr Press had planned to have a bigger role in the projects, yet for undisclosed amicable reasons things never rose to that level of involvement outside of their being a strong liaison to retailers, distributors, and now end users directly. Without Diamond in the picture we’ve been happy with the slow progressive movement that’s been seen going to the direct market through online sales and convention appearances. Every day a new reader hops on board and surprisingly some great unprovoked shop owners have also started promoting us without our knowledge.” LoVuolo explained.

“I guess that the loss of CrossGen and other great independent small presses is surprisingly our gain.”

More information about The Rift™, Graphic Illusions Studios and other projects can be found at www.gistudios.com.
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